THE AMERICAN NOVEL

In Men Without Women (1927), a second collection of
short stories, Hemingway extended his jungle researches to the
underworld of the prize ring in Fifty Grand, about a fighter
who takes money to lose a fight, and The Killers, about gun-
men hunting for another fighter who has done the same thing.
An Alpine Idyll is an episode of peasant animalism, Hills Like
White Elephants an episode of civilized cruelty. In The Un-
defeated an aging bullfighter keeps his self-respect by his
loyalty to his craft and his pride in it All these stories are
tense incidents, remembered rather for the things that happen
than for the persons they happen to. As if in answer to critics
who preferred his short stories to The Sun Also Rises, Heming-
way wrote another novel, A Farewell to Anns (1929), which
has been commonly thought his masterpiece. His account of
the Italian retreat after Caporetto is his most powerful sus-
tained narrative* The story of the American hero's love for an
English nurse, who dies in childbirth, is Hemingway's most
moving love story. He looked upon them as a war-time Romeo
and Juliet, separated by a malign feud into which they had
been fatally born. More humane than any of his earlier stories,
this was more popular, and in the year of Dodsworfh many
readers thought that with Farewell to Arms Hemingway had
succeeded Sinclair Lewis as the first among contemporary
American novelists*

It was eight years before Hemingway published another
novel. He had come to seem a kind of hero himself, more or
less identified with the recurrent hero of his short stories and
his novels, who was essentially the same man in slightly differ-
ing disguises. Hemingway swaggered through Death in the
Afternoon (1932), a spectacular history and handbook of
bullfighting, and Green Hills of Africa (1935), in which he
often interrupted his sportsman's narrative with arguments
in favor of a strutting individualism. The arguments were
generally infantile in themselves and they sounded melodra-
matically remote from the urgent problems of the depression.
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